
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
Just finished reading a fascinating new book by Timothy Keller entitled: The Prodigal Prophet.  
And like a previous book, The Prodigal God, Keller challenges some previously held beliefs that 
I needed to rethink. 
 
In this new book, Keller revisits the old (and familiar) story of Jonah … a story about a man who 
tried to run away from God’s “calling”… ended up in the belly of big fish … gets vomited out of 
that fish … proceeds to obey God’s calling … experiences incredible success … but gets really 
anger at God, despondent, and is left to wallow in his despair.  End of story.  Not necessarily a 
“happy ending”.   
 
However … as Keller points out … this is really a story of God’s incredible “mercy”, and NOT one 
of hopeless despair.  The fact that we even know of this story indicates that it was either written 
by Jonah himself, or shared by him with someone who did write it.  And that indicates his 
willingness to be “transparent”, which no doubt resulted in his eventually finding “in the gospel 
of grace the very power of God”, and being set free from his despair. (Romans 1:16) 
 
Again, as Keller so elegantly points out … this story of Jonah’s experience is really a call to ALL 
believers that we too have a “calling” to take God’s Word, and yes, His love - through our 
service - to a hurting world that desperately needs salvation.   
 
The book of Jonah also helps us understand “grace”.  As Keller says, “It is an understanding 
of God’s grace that makes a person a Christian and not merely a moral person or a religious 
person or a nice person.”   Even Martin Luther finally understood it when he wrote: 
 

“Faith is a living, bold trust in God’s grace, so certain of God’s favor that it 
would risk death a thousand times trusting in it. Such confidence and 
knowledge of God’s grace makes you happy, joyful, and bold in your 
relationship to God and all creatures.  The Holy Spirit makes this happen 
through faith.  Because of it, you freely, willingly, and joyfully do good to 
everyone, serve everyone, suffer all kinds of things, love and praise the God who 
has shown you such grace.”  

 
Because God desired to give the Ninevites an opportunity to repent of their evil practices (which 
they did), they still needed to hear the “gospel of grace” from Jonah (which they didn’t).  Sadly, 
Jonah was so hung-up in his bitterness and prejudice towards these people, he missed the 
opportunity to share the most important truth … the truth that leads to salvation: God’s grace.   
 
I trust (and pray) that you and I won’t miss that “truth”.  That we will be ambassadors of God’s 
marvelous grace to a hurting world, especially to our loved ones and friends who are lost and 
searching for truth.   
 
Yours for reaching the marketplace. 

Carl  


